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PACIFIC COAST TERMINALS 90TH ANNIVERSARY
HOW WE’VE EVOLVED… Part 2 – Building and Growing in Port Moody
Soon after Pacific Coast Bulk Terminals Co. (PCBT) was incorporated in
1958, construction on a new terminal was underway. The plan for the
Port Moody site was big – construct a state of the art facility with the
capability of being able to handle several bulk commodities from coal
to wood chips. Though construction was often delayed and ran over
budget, the terminal opened its doors for business on the Port Moody
waterfront on March 28 1960, and by the end of June the terminal was
in full operation. Unlike the opening of the New Westminster site in
1929, the first few years proved better than expected. By 1962, more
than 840,000 tonnes of bulk commodities - including coal, wood chips,
chemical fertilizers, gypsum, and sulphur – moved through the new PCBT
facility.

it is today. To start, Sultran injected much needed capital into the site.
They also began work on a long term business plan and development was
immediate. They began expansion plans to include a liquids division that
could transfer products such as monoethylene glycol to customers in the
Far East. The bulk liquids facility opened in June 1984. Within months of
start-up it was clear that diversity is what the terminal needed to prosper.
The extra revenue allowed PCT to turn its attention back to the sulphur
handling equipment. Improvements hadn’t been made since the original
construction and with worldwide advancements in technology, it was time
to replace almost all of the onsite infrastructure. From the late 1980s into
the turn of the century, PCT systematically upgraded many areas of the
terminal, resulting in it becoming one of the most technologically advanced
bulk terminals worldwide. Business continued to expand, and in 2015 PCT
introduced canola oil and subsequently in 2017, potash operations began.
Both commodities fit well within the already established framework for
liquids and bulk solids.

For the Love of Local

The port was doing so well that in 1961, Cominco initiated the first
of several reports that predicted the terminal could reach a potential
business capacity of up to 2.0 million tonnes per year. Though these
numbers were ultimately debated over the years, optimism won over and
the board of directors approved a $4 million facility expansion. The plan
Beyond the equipment and facility upgrades, initiatives were made to
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The future at this time was still uncertain. Several larger ports, including
PCT, were all competing for a limited tonnage of dry bulk cargo. Luckily,
just as Cominco was losing interest in the operations of the port,
Canadian sulphur shippers were realizing that it was best for business
to obtain an ownership interest in a terminal. It would help them
control the costs, and it would ensure long-term access to an exporting
facility. Many options around the Lower Mainland were explored, but
it was ultimately PCT that became the terminal of interest due to the
fact they had already handled the export of sulphur for many years.
As a result, on January 28th 1982, Sultran Ltd. formally acquired PCT,
and the company quickly began building the Port Moody site into what

more business contributions to non-profit organizations for
the benefit of everyone in the community. Shopping local
also reduces the transportation of people and goods which
reduces the impact of business on the environment. PCT is a
proud local shopper and supporter of the Tri-Cities and Lower
Mainland businesses.

AERIAL OF PORT MOODY TERMINAL, 1985

PCT SPONSORS 55+ BC GAMES
PCT is proud to be a Diamond Sponsor of the
55+ BC Games 2016 Coquitlam.
w w w.P CT.c a | Th e P o r t i n P o r t Mo o d y
Approximately 4,000 athletes and their
families, coaches, 1500 volunteers and fans will

N
Y

ED

IT

IO

H
RS

AR

90 T
VE
NI
AN

De c e m b e r 2 0 19 | Vo l u m e 1 0, Issu e 3

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
This regular section is dedicated to showcasing some of our partnerships and providing
important information to the residents of Port Moody.

PAST EVENTS
CROSSROADS TREASURES OF CHRISTMAS NOV 23, 2019

PCT is a proud supporter of the Treasures of Christmas Gala and this year, in
conjunction with K+S Potash Canada, PCT sponsored the Champagne Reception
hour. The gala was a huge success. Tens of thousands of dollars were raised
and all proceeds go directly to the Crossroads Hospice which provides comfort,
compassion, and dignity for those living with a terminal illness.

CHANNEL DREDGING UPDATE – DECEMBER 2019
The channel dredging project at PCT is entering a monitoring stage after having
completed the dredging and berm maintenance activities in September this year. All the
material that was dredged from the navigational channel and the turning basin has been
placed behind the under water retention berm where it will remain. While no further
dredging is currently planned, PCT has applied for and received a Disposal at Sea permit
to conduct limited additional dredging activities should monitoring show that additional
work is required.

WARM PLACE FOR WOMEN DEC 5, 2019

This monthly Soroptimist event hosts over 950 women
and children each year, and offers the opportunity for
community support and friendship while guests enjoy
a nutritious dinner. The team at PCT organized a toy
drive for the December dinner collecting over 50 toys
for less fortunate children within our community. We
also attended the dinner to help serve food and wrap
gifts!

SUMMER SUNDAYS CHEQUE
PRESENTATION DEC 8, 2019

We would like to thank the local residents and the users of the inlet as we appreciate
everyone’s patience and understanding during this project.

Another huge initiative in support of Crossroads
Hospice was the Summer Sundays concert series that
was held through the summer months at Rocky Point
Park, and proudly sponsored by PCT. The Summer
Sundays crew also organizes a winter event, and this
year the cheque presentation was made before a very
special concert with the Eagle Eyes!

CONTACT
Channels is published three times per year by
Pacific Coast Terminals Co. Ltd.
2300 Columbia Street, Port Moody,
BC Canada V3H 5J9

UPCOMING EVENTS

Your comments and contributions are welcome.
Please forward them to us at:
pctinfo@pct.ca
604-939-7371

STAY CONNECTED & KEEP INFORMED

COME CHECK US OUT!
w w w. PC T. ca | The Por t i n Por t Mo o d y

Channels is printed on paper made from 100%
post consumer waste. Please recycle.

