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Growing Our Business
As you may be aware, Pacific Coast Terminals has received a 
project permit (PP 2014-096) from Port Metro Vancouver to 
build a potash terminal on our existing facility which currently 
accepts Canola Oil, Sulphur, and Ethylene Glycol. Pacific Coast 
Terminals is committed to providing the community with 
updates of construction and its potential impacts throughout 
the duration of the project. The project duration is expected 
to be 22 months starting in March 2015 and lasting until 
December of 2016. The project includes the following:

1. Storage Building
This area is PCT’s largest scope of work. It involves installing 
a storage building for the new potash stockpiles, conveyors 
to transfer the material around the site, and two stacker/
reclaimers to “stack” the material from the railcars and 
“reclaim” the material from stockpiles to send out for export.

2. Receiving Facility
This area is PCT’s second largest scope of work and it involves 
installing an underground pit and tunnels so that potash 
dumped from railcars can be transported to the underground 
conveyors and eventually to the storage building or directly 
to vessel.

3. Rail Extension
In order to accept the new stream of railcars, a new rail line 
will be installed from Pacific Coast Terminals to Reed Point 
Marina. As part of this component of the project, PCT will 
also be performing various marine life habitat improvements 
and create habitat compensation areas.

4. Utility Upgrades
In order to power our project, Pacific Coast Terminals will 
be installing a new electrical distribution system, dispersed 
throughout the terminal, with the help of BC Hydro. 
Additionally, a new Waste Water Treatment Plant will be 
built for our facility. The project will also construct a Dust 
Collection System and a Plant Air System for all of our 
buildings and transfer towers. Modifications to the existing 
shiploader will be done to allow for the dust free handling of 
potash. These components of the project will be consistent 
with the high standards of environmental responsibility that 
PCT is committed to. 

Construction will occur over several phases. The first phase 
of construction is taking place over the next few months and  
will focus on demolition, pile driving, concrete foundation 
work and modifications to our receiving facility.

CHANGES TO THE TERMINAL

New Receiving Facility

New Storage Building
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PHASE 2
The second phase of construction consists of structural and 
mechanical work on a rail extension to Reed Point Marina.

Receiving Facility Area
Starting in September 2015, the project will put in its first 
conveyor at the receiving facility area. During the next 
4 months, the project will have various other pieces of 
equipment arriving at site including railcar indexers, shakers, 
hoppers, and various other mechanical equipment. Once all 
the equipment is inside the building, the railcar offloading 
building will be installed.

Rail Extension Area
Starting in September 2015, an extension of existing railtrack 
will be undertaken. The majority of the work will be 
performed from Reed Point Marina working towards the 
PCT facility. This will include modifying the land to accept 

a new rail line, creating a habitat island to improve marine 
wildlife and other various ground improvements. This work is 
expected to be completed by April of 2016.

Storage Building Area
It is anticipated that in November of 2015, the new stacker/
reclaimers will be barged into the Pacific Coast Terminals 
facility. These are large pieces of machinery and will involve 
very large cranes. Starting in January of 2016, the storage 
building structural steel and wood panels will be installed 
over top of the foundation and the stacker/reclaimers. This 
building will take about 6 months to complete.

In February 2016, conveyors, transfer towers and other 
miscellaneous equipment will be erected. This allows Pacific 
Coast Terminals to transfer potash throughout the facility.

PHASE 3
Much of the second phase of construction will continue 
to the end of the project, but additional work will also be 
performed during the final phase of construction, comprising 
of primarily utility upgrades.

Utility Upgrades
Starting in February of 2016, a new waste water treatment 
plant will be installed on the Pacific Coast Terminals facility. 
In March of 2016 the project is expecting the new electrical 
distribution line from BC Hydro to be installed to a switch 
near the gate of our facility.

From March 2016, much of the underground utilities will 
be installed. This will include local electrical distribution, 
sewer and water upgrades, as well as installation of the dust 
collection system. Final electrical installation will also be 
performed up to September of 2016.

Commissioning
Pacific Coast Terminals is planning to start the commissioning 
of the project in September of 2016 with a final start-up date 
of December 2016, prior to the holidays. 

We want to hear from you:
PCT will continue to keep the community updated 
through our website and our Channels newsletter 
which is distributed annually to residents in the months 
of April, August and December.

Further details on PCT’s expansion plans and potential 
impacts to the community can be found at the 
company’s website under the “Growing Our Business” 
section. www.pct.ca.

If you have any questions or concerns related to 
construction, please contact us at (604) 939 7371 or 
at pctinfo@pct.ca. All calls will be documented using 
an electronic Incident Reporting System, which will 
include investigative information and corrective 
measures (where applicable). 

PHASE 1
Demolition Works
The first work on our project will require us to remove and 
relocate current infrastructure at our terminal in order to 
accept new additions to our facility. We expect the duration 
of this work will be approximately two months.

Storage Building Area
The largest component of the project will be the 
construction of a storage facility for potash. The first few 
months of construction will be focused on improving the 
soil conditions on the shoreline by densification. This is 
accomplished by vibrating stones into the ground increasing 
the bearing capacity. 

From there, steel piling will be installed using a vibratory 
hammer into the ground which will serve as the base of our 
concrete foundation. Piling is expected to take approximately 
two to three months from April to June 2015.

After piling is completed, a large foundation will be installed 
consisting of both pre-cast and cast-in-place concrete 
techniques. This building foundation work will continue to 
the end of 2015.

Receiving Facility Area
The construction of a potash receiving facility is another 
significant component of the project. Pacific Coast Terminals 
will be adding in a new railcar offloading building for potash. 
This building allows for a railcar of potash transported from 
Saskatchewan to be transferred to an underground conveyor 
system that leads to the storage building and ultimately the 
export vessels. Starting in May 2015, the project will begin 
digging the pit for the underground conveyor tunnels. This 
consists of installing concrete piles into the ground and 
creating a water-tight underground tunnel system. We are 
predicting this tunnel construction will take approximately 5 
months to construct.


